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GENERAL OBJECTIVES, RESEARCH QUESTIONS AND SCIENTIFIC
RELEVANCE

This Conference in a Conference will host several sessions sponsored by RC 25 on comparative health
policy and health politics. It will start with a session especially for young scholars and participants who
present a paper for the first time. This will allow for a discussion of both the substance of the papers as well
as the presentation itself. Next, it includes a session to discuss issues of methodology regarding comparison
in the field. Other sessions focus on expanding health care access and health care insurance in Asia and
elsewhere. While the very term universal coverage has become widespread, it is not always well defined. It
includes both the coverage of health care financing through general taxation or health insurance, both public
and private, and universal access to actual health care services. Discussing both policy intentions and the
outcomes of policies across countries will improve the understanding of this point.

Finally, one or more sessions, depending on the interest, will discuss current policy topics in the field,
including, for example, the development of regional health networks, health care manpower, aging and
health care, medical ethical issues, gender issues and other.

The new format of the Conference in a Conference sponsored by RC 25 thus links the general issues of
methodology with the application in the field. It supports young scholars and first time presenters as well as
experienced ones, and encourages collaboration between scholars. The format allows for more flexibility in
allocating time to certain sessions and topics, depending on the number of participants and their interest.
We hope that it will draw many participants!!

CALL FOR PAPERS

The Conference in a Conference sponsored by RC 25 welcomes papers and proposals for discussion in the
field of comparative health policy and health politics.

It will start with a session for young scholars and first timer presenters.

The next session will focus on methodological issues of comparison, addressing questions like: Why do we
look at the experience of other nations, what can we learn from that experience? How do we characterize or
categorize health care arrangements and policies? What theoretical approaches or models have proven
useful as analytical tools for comparing health care policies across countries?

The third major theme is universal coverage of health insurance and health care. This has become a major
policy issue across the world, and comparative studies show a wide range of policy directions and
outcomes. We especially welcome papers that discuss experiences of Asian countries. In other parts of the
world, too, there has been much change in current arrangements of the financing and delivery of health
care, aimed to expand coverage or to improve the quality or efficiency or organization of care. Some change
took place in nations that already had universal coverage of their population, others are seeking to expand
that coverage to reach universal health insurance and health care.

Four, we welcome papers that address current topics in health policy and health politics, in particular
addressed with a comparative perspective. Examples of such issues are the development of regional health
networks, gender issues, health care manpower, aging and health care, medical ethical issues, and other.
Depending on the interest and papers, we will organize one or more sessions to discuss those papers.

We hope the new format of e Conference in a Conference will attract many participants. We would like to
emphasize the comparative perspective of RC 25, and encourage collaboration between scholars across
borders!
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Session 1

Friday, June 30th 08:15 to 10:15 (Manasseh Meyer MM 3 - 5)

Compensated Kidney Donation: a 30 years policy in Iran, its lessons for Asia and
reservations for the United States

Mehdi Nayebpour (George Mason University)

Integrating health and social care: could England learn from the Japanese experience? A
comparative health policy analysis

Jimmy Jimmy

Michele Castelli (Università degli Studi di Milano-Bicocca)

Mapping the introduction of health technology assessment in Romania

Alin Preda (University of Medicine and Pharmacy „Carol Davila”)

Alexandru Rusu (Utrecht University, WHO Collaborating Centre for Pharmaceutical Policy and
Regulation)

Health systems organization and the production of trust in medicinal transactions in
sub-Saharan Africa: a comparative analysis of the health systems in Ghana and Tanzania

Michele Castelli (Università degli Studi di Milano-Bicocca)
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Session 2

Friday, June 30th 10:30 to 12:30 (Manasseh Meyer MM 3 - 5)

Continuity of care and its effect on readmissions and mortality for COPD patients: A
comparative study of Norway and Germany

Jayson O. Swanson (University of Oslo)

Comparative political analysis of HIV policy variation in sub-Saharan Africa: Ethnicity and
inequality as alternate explanations for attitudes to HIV stigma and policy

Ashley Fox (Rockefeller College, University at Albany, State University of New York, State University of
New York)

Does it matter if you Opt in or Out: Organ Donation Policy in the UK, US, and Canada

Marlene Sokolon (Concordia University)
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Session 3

Friday, June 30th 13:45 to 15:45 (Manasseh Meyer MM 3 - 5)

Divergence of Healthcare Policies - By Comparing Medical Professional Groups' Different
Influences in UK, USA, and Korea

HeaKyeong Kim (Korea University)

The Impact of Cost Sharing Change on Health Outcomes in Low and Middle Income
Countries: a Systematic Review

Mengqi QIN (Saw Swee Hock School of Public Health, NUS)

Reviewing Japan’s Unfinished Healthcare Reform---Its Problems and Future Directions

Toshiyuki Nishikawa (Surugadai University)

Prevalence and Generosity of Health Insurance Coverage in European Union Member
Countries

Federico Toth (Università di Bologna)
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