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GENERAL OBJECTIVES, RESEARCH QUESTIONS AND SCIENTIFIC
RELEVANCE

The four pillars of deliberation – legitimacy, representation, communication and consensus – serve to build
trust, create social capital and create greater civic engagement which increase public confidence in
government and governance processes (Dryzek 2012, Weymouth 2015). Since the 1990s, the so-called
“deliberative turn” has not only altered democratic theory (Habermas and Rawls), but significantly changed
the way people think about and conduct public policy. Underpinning ideas of deliberation is that ultimately a
democratic consensus will prevail, through reasoned and informed processes of informed debate.
Deliberation is thus thought to provide the most justifiable conception for dealing with moral disagreement in
politics and policy, thus serving four main goals:

1. to promote the legitimacy of collective decisions;
2. to encourage public-spirited perspectives on public issues;
3. to promote mutually respectful processes of decision-making; and
4. to provide an opportunity for advancing both individual and collective understanding and mitigate

information asymmetries and disagreement (Gutmann 2004).

As such, deliberative methods are of increasing interest to both researchers and policymakers. The aim of
this panel is understand how an increased focus on democratisation is impacting on the processes,
outcomes and quality of health and social policy making. It will further explore how this impacts on the study
of health and social policy.

CALL FOR PAPERS

This panel seeks to provide a platform for the critical analysis of the role of deliberation in health and social
policy-making and papers are invited on this theme. Consistent with the multidisciplinary nature of the
concept of deliberative democracy, contributions may come from a broad range of perspectives, including
(but not restricted to) health policy, philosophy, political science/theory and sociology. The panel will explore
both the theory and the practice of implementing deliberative democratic strategies in health and social
policy. We are also interested in how policy-makers – in government and elsewhere – implement
deliberatively democratic agendas and the benefits and challenges of executing health and social policy with
this goal in mind. Evaluative efforts that interrogate the use of deliberation in public policy are especially
welcome.

Moreover, this panel invites papers offering critical appraisals of health and social policy initiatives that enact
and reinforce the four pillars of deliberative democracy: legitimacy, representation, communication and
consensus. The papers can focus on the approach to policy making, policies to promote deliberation or the
approach to understanding policies and their impacts. In particular, it seeks papers exploring health and
social policy initiatives that involve deliberative processes, public performance reporting, community
participation, use social media and other deliberatively inspired endeavours that have the potential to
democratise policy making.
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Session 1Promoting participation in health services and evaluation

Thursday, June 29th 08:15 to 10:15 (Block B 3 - 3 )

Discussants

Margaret Kelaher (University of Melbourne)

Volker Amelung (Medical University Hannover)

Reframing evaluation in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health towards a health equity
perspective

Angeline Ferdinand (University of Melbourne)

Margaret Kelaher (University of Melbourne)

Creating consensus: an exploration of consensus statement generation in health, an
international comparison.

Camille La Brooy (University of Melbourne)

Margaret Kelaher (University of Melbourne)

How do local participatory governance reforms influence equitable access to health
services? The role of Panchayat Raj Institutions(PRI) in Kerala, India

Shinjini Mondal (McGill University)

Prasanna Saligram

Varghese Joe

Jith Jagajeevan Ramadevi

The impact of public performance reporting on quality of care: A multiple stakeholders’
perspectives

Khic-Houy Prang (University of Melbourne)
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Session 2Democratising health governance

Thursday, June 29th 10:30 to 12:30 (Block B 3 - 3 )

Discussants

Margaret Kelaher (University of Melbourne)

Daniel Weinstock (McGill University)

Independence and control in Indigenous community participation in health

Angeline Ferdinand (University of Melbourne)

Margaret Kelaher (University of Melbourne)

National Councils as hybrid forums: instruments of transversal public action in Brazilian
participatory institutions for health, environment and human rights

Fernanda Natasha Bravo Cruz (Universidade de Brasília)

Doriana Daroit (Universidade de Brasília)

International Panel on Social Progress: Understanding institutions and collective actions in
shaping social transformations

Vivian Lin (World Health Organization)
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