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GENERAL OBJECTIVES, RESEARCH QUESTIONS AND SCIENTIFIC
RELEVANCE

This panel revisits the idea of policy entrepreneurship. The idea of policy entrepreneurship can be traced
back to preeminent political scientists such as John Kingdon (1995) and William Riker (1982, 1986). Recent
efforts have adapted classical theories to entrepreneurship in public affairs (Mintrom & Vergari, 1996;
Sheingate, 2003; Shockley, 2008). Many policy process theories rely on some conception of policy
entrepreneurship (Baumgartner & Jones, 1993; Carpenter, 2001; Ingram & Ullery, 1980). Revisiting policy
entrepreneurship, this panel seeks to clarify, deepen, and extend its use from a theoretical and practical
perspective. One theme of this panel is that policy entrepreneurship can be seen as ubiquitous in all human
political endeavors. Traces of this theme can be found in prior theories (e.g., Mintrom, 2000; Osborne &
Gaebler, 1992; Schneider & Teske, 1992; Schneider, Teske, & Mintrom, 1995). Another theme is that policy
entrepreneurship emphasizes not only the descriptive power of identifying individual policy entrepreneurs
(e.g., Carpenter, 2001; Doig & Hargrove, 1987; Frohlich, Oppenheimer, & Young, 1971) but also the
explanatory power of entrepreneurship in public policy (Sheingate, 2003). For this panel we would seek
papers to amplify both of these themes. Specifying the function of policy entrepreneurship in the policy
process – and the different models of the policy process – is a key objective of the panel.
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CALL FOR PAPERS

Policy entrepreneurship has a decades-long history in political science and continues to reappear in the
policy sciences. This panel seeks to clarify, deepen, and extend use of policy entrepreneurship from a
theoretical and practical perspective. One theme of this panel is that policy entrepreneurship can be seen as
ubiquitous in all human political endeavors. Another theme is that policy entrepreneurship emphasizes not
only the descriptive power of identifying individual policy entrepreneurs but also the explanatory power of
entrepreneurship in public policy. Specifying the function of policy entrepreneurship in the policy process –
and the different models of the policy process – is a key objective of the panel.
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Session 1

Friday, June 30th 08:15 to 10:15 (Block B 5 - 5)

Elites in a Populist Age: Can Philanthropists Solve Policy Problems When Governments
Don’t?

Kristin Goss (Duke Sanford School of Public Policy)

How Policy Entrepreneurs legitimize new policies for technological catch up: The case of
Iran catch up in Biopharmaceutical sector

Rouholah Hamidimotlagh (Sharif University of Technology)

Ali Maleki (Sharif Policy Research Institute (SPRI); Sharif University of Technology)

Street Level Bureaucrats, Modes of Local Governance and Policy Entrepreneurs: The Case
of Waste Separation in Israel

Neomi Frisch Aviram (University of Haifa)

Nissim Cohen (University of Haifa)

ITAI BEERI (University of Haifa)
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Session 2

Friday, June 30th 10:30 to 12:30 (Block B 5 - 5)

Counterfactuals and Punctuated Equilibrium Theory: Finding Evidence of Policy
Entrepreneurship

Gordon Shockley (Arizona State U.)

Some of the weaknesses in policy entrepreneurship scholarship, and what to do about
them

Caner Bakir (Koc University)

Darryl Jarvis (Hong Kong Institute of Education)

Policy entrepreneurship in Indonesia: A case study in the bureaucracy reform through
auction office policy in Jakarta Province

Tri Rainny Syafarani (Murdoch University)

Organizations as Policy Entrepreneurs

Ola El-Taliawi (University of Twente)
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