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GENERAL OBJECTIVES, RESEARCH QUESTIONS AND SCIENTIFIC

RELEVANCE

The course proposes to examine the main research question, concepts, and theory elements of a
constructivist and pragmatist approach to study the Policy Process empirically. Inspired by Pragmatist
Philosophy (Dewey, James), Pragmatist Sociology (Boltanski, Latour), and by the linguistic Turn in Social
Sciences, this approach proposes to observe the policymakers "in action" involved in the policy process to
impose a policy solution in the policy process and to understand it as a political activity. This approach
proposes to take into account the cognitive skill and the discursive capacity of the stakeholders and the
policymakers not only to define a wicked problem but also to transform it as a treatable problem that can be
solved and to match it to a policy solution.
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