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GENERAL OBJECTIVES, RESEARCH QUESTIONS AND SCIENTIFIC
RELEVANCE

There is a growing international literature on political advisers, their agency and influence, their relationships
and their systemic significance, documented in a number of comparative books (Eichbaum and Shaw 2010,
Shaw and Eichbaum 2018) and most recently a Handbook on Ministerial and Political Advisers (2023, ed
Richard Shaw). This panel aims to capture the variety and range of new research occurring on these topics
across many different political contexts and geographic spaces. There is a need to develop the field in terms
of greater description, more comparative analysis, methodological sophistication, and theoretical
elaboration. The panel seeks to bring together researchers working on the many different parts of this
project to help understand, advance and integrate new scholarly developments.

CALL FOR PAPERS

This panel welcomes papers on any aspect of the confluence between politics and administration in
contemporary democratic systems, including the activities and career trajectories of political advisers, and
their relationships with ministers and civil servants. It seeks paper proposals that provide new empirical
findings, especially from non-Western and non-European public administration settings, as well as those
addressing other empirical gaps, such the work and significance of political staff in devolved governments. It
welcomes papers using theoretical frameworks such as public service bargains, policy advisory systems,
the core executive, and the gendered nature of political institutions. It encourages papers addressing
puzzles such as: the norms and values surrounding the work of political staff; the agency, influence and
possibly disruptive impact of political staff; their significance within the evolution of political parties; the
relationships and ties between political staff and lobby groups; and the challenges of viewing their locations
as workplaces. It also welcomes comparative analyses that build on and extend country case-studies and
papers that explore critical concepts such as politicisation and the role of political staff in managing
dilemmas of modern governance. The panel particularly welcomes papers on countries that are
underrepresented in the literature, which has a Westminster and continental European bias. The panel
welcomes both online and onsite participants and paper givers. The panel will be in a hybrid format.
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Session 1Policy Advisory Systems

Wednesday, July 2nd 16:00 to 18:00 (B1)

Discussants

Heath Pickering (University of Melbourne)

Maria Maley (Australian National University)

Exploring Expertise and Advice in Sustainability policies at the local level: insights from
the European context

Maria Tullia Galanti (Università degli Studi di Milano)

Giulia Vicentini (University of Naples Parthenope)

Edoardo Bressanelli (Scuola Superiore Sant'Anna)

(Virtual) The Role of Policy Advisers in Renewable Energy Policy in Portugal: Dynamics,
Influence, and Structural Constraints

Marcelo da Conceição (Instituto Universitário de Lisboa)

Maria Asensio (ISCTE, University Institute of Lisbon, Portugal)

Pedro Gil (Universidade do Porto)

(Virtual) Diversity and expertise in policy advisory systems in Spain: an empirical
exploration

José Real-Dato (Universidad de Almería)

Iván Medina (Universitat de València, Spain)

Relational Dynamics and Challenges in Policy Advisory System: The Executive Triangle of
Ethiopian Public Administration

Kiflie Angaw (KU Leuven)

Marleen Brans (KU Leuven)
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Session 2Advisers and change over time

Thursday, July 3rd 08:00 to 10:00 (B1)

Discussants

Heath Pickering (University of Melbourne)

Maria Maley (Australian National University)

Advisory Bodies in Polish Regional Government: Their Role, Organisation, and Influence
on the Policy Process

Tomasz Kupiec (University of Warsaw)

Path Dependence and Institutional Adaptation: A Historical Institutional Analysis of Italian
Ministerial Cabinets (1861–2022)

Fabrizio Di Mascio (Università di Torino)

Anna Malandrino (Università di Torino)

Alessandro Natalini (University Parthenope)

Giulio Francisci (Università di Roma LUMSA)

Disappearing public servants: Changing recruitment patterns for ministerial advisers in
Australia

Maria Maley (Australian National University)

(Virtual) Chief of Staff: The Rise of Political Craft in Westminster Democracies

Heath Pickering (University of Melbourne)
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