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GENERAL OBJECTIVES, RESEARCH QUESTIONS AND SCIENTIFIC

RELEVANCE

The year 2024 marked the 40th anniversary of the publication of Agendas, Alternatives, and Public Policies,
John Kingdon’s landmark study that heralded the era of the Multiple Streams Framework as one of the most
accessible and widely applied theories of the policy process. Indicatively, in a recent study, Rob DelLeo and
colleagues (2024) found that a simple Google Scholar search yielded over 30,000 citations of Kingdon’s
1984 (2003) volume and its subsequent editions. These include a wide array of applications at all levels of
governance and stages of the policy process (except for evaluation), and a variety of political and country
contexts and policy sectors. Further, another recent review (Petridou et al., forthcoming) revealed that a
significant number of MSF applications have theoretical ambitions beyond the mere explanation of an
empirical policy phenomenon. Part of what has contributed to MSF’s broad appeal has also constituted
criticism leveled against it: that MSF’s language is metaphorical and that concepts often function as
heuristics, two conditions that lower the entry barrier for using MSF and therefore have resulted in imprecise
research. Having said this, the theoretical robustness of the framework is indisputable (Dolan, 2021; van
den Dool, 2023) and a changing world has placed a premium on the concept of ambiguity (Zahariadis, 2007,
2014; Zahariadis et al., 2023; Rob DeLeo et al., 2024).

So, where do we go from here? During an MSF roundtable at the ECPR general conference in Dublin in
2024, we identified fruitful trajectories for the future. In terms of method, MSF research must remain
pluralistic in its methodological preferences, test existing hypotheses, and use quantitative approaches to
complement small-N studies, where justification of research design and methodology are transparent and
rigorous. Additionally, MSF research must move towards a more standardized definition and measurement
of common terms. Theoretically, it would be beneficial for future research to synthesize lessons learnt and in
turn make these lessons more relevant to practitioners.

References

DeLeo, Rob A., Reimut Zohlnhofer, and Nikolaos Zahariadis. 2024. "Multiple Streams and Policy
Ambiguity.” Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
https://www.cambridge.org/core/product/FBA20248D4A359D38AF7083D00F5149E.

Dolan, Dana A. 2021. "Multiple Partial Couplings in the Multiple Streams Framework: The Case of Extreme
Weather and Climate Change Adaptation." Policy Studies Journal 49: 164-89.

van den Dool, Annemieke. 2023. "The Multiple Streams Framework in a Nondemocracy: The Infeasibility of
a National Ban on Live Poultry Sales in China." Policy Studies Journal 51: 327-49.

Kingdon, John W. 2003. Agendas, Alternatives, and Public Policies. 2nd ed. Boston: Longman.

Petridou, Evangelia, Jorgen Sparf and Nikolaos Zahariadis. (forthcoming). “The Policy Entrepreneur as a
Crosscutting Concept in Theories of the Policy Process: A Scoping Review of European Empirical
Applications” European Policy Analysis

Zahariadis, Nikolaos. 2014. "Ambiguity and Multiple Streams." In Theories of the Policy Process, eds. Paul
A. Sabatier and Christopher M. Weible. Boulder, CO: Westview Press. 25-58.

Zahariadis, Nikolaos. 2007. "The Multiple Streams Framework: Structure, Limitations, Prospects.” In
Theories of the Policy Process, ed. Paul A. Sabatier. Boulder, CO: Westview. 65-92.

Zahariadis, Nikolaos, Nicole Herweg, Reimut Zohlnhéfer, Evangelia Petridou, and Novotny Vilém. 2023.
"Advancing the Multiple Streams Framework." In A Modern Guide to Multiple Streams Framework, eds.
Nikolaos Zahariadis, Nicole Herweg, Reimut ZohIinhéfer and Evangelia Petridou. Cheltenham, UK: Edward
Elgar. 1-24.

CALL FOR PAPERS



The year 2024 marked the 40th anniversary of the publication of Agendas, Alternatives, and Public Policies,
John Kingdon’s landmark study that heralded the era of the Multiple Streams Framework as one of the most
accessible and widely applied theories of the policy process. Indicatively, in a recent study, Rob DelLeo and
colleagues (2024) found that a simple Google Scholar search yielded over 30,000 citations of Kingdon’s
1984 (2003) volume and its subsequent editions. These include a wide array of applications at all levels of
governance and stages of the policy process (except for evaluation), and a variety of political and country
contexts and policy sectors. Further, another recent review (Petridou et al., forthcoming) revealed that a
significant number of MSF applications have theoretical ambitions beyond the mere explanation of an
empirical policy phenomenon. Part of what has contributed to MSF’s broad appeal has also constituted
criticism leveled against it: that MSF’s language is metaphorical and that concepts often function as
heuristics, two conditions that lower the entry barrier for using MSF and therefore have resulted in imprecise
research. Having said this, the theoretical robustness of the framework is indisputable (Dolan, 2021; van
den Dool, 2023) and a changing world has placed a premium on the concept of ambiguity (Zahariadis, 2007;
2014; Zahariadis et al., 2023; Rob DeLeo et al., 2024).

So, where do we go from here? We argue that fruitful trajectories include a methodologically pluralistic
approach, including testing existing hypotheses and use quantitative approaches to complement small-N
studies, which would greatly benefit from justification of research design and transparency and rigor in their
methodological approach. What is more, given the maturity and versatility of MSF, a fruitful focus for future
MSF studies would be syntheses of lessons learnt and in turn making these lessons more relevant to
practitioners. In this panel, we welcome papers focusing on the entire framework or on one or more of its
components. We especially seek papers making explicit theoretical and/or methodological contributions to
the framework in novel settings including those applicable not only to Western democracies, but also the
Global South and autocracies.
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Session 1Policy Entrepreneurs in the MSF

Thursday, July 3rd 08:00 to 10:00 (D2)

Discussants

Rob DelLeo (Bentley University)
Dana Dolan (George Mason University, Schar School of Policy and Government)

Multiple Streams and Policy Entrepreneurship in the Emergence of the Circular Economy in
New Zealand

Patrick Barrett (University of Waikato)

Entrepreneurship in the Policy Process: Innovation and Legitimacy

Evangelia Petridou (NTNU Social Research and Mid Sweden University)
Jorgen Sparf

(Virtual) How policy entrepreneurs promote policy change in the absence of politicians in
the policy arena: The inclusion of those on the autism spectrum in the Israel Defense
Forces

Ben Kizel (University of Haifa)
Nissim Cohen (University of Haifa)
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Thursday, July 3rd 16:00 to 18:00 (D2)

Discussants
Nikolaos Zahariadis (Rhodes College)

(Virtual) Sweet and Sour? Policy Entrepreneurship and the Case of the Food Labeling Law
in Israel

Omri Shamir (Ashkelon Academic College)
Michal Neubauer-Shani (Ashkelon Academic College)

Streams as Discursive Patterns in Agenda-Setting Analyses of Gender Equality
Legislations

Clyde Maningo (Chiang Mai University School of Public Policy)

An Idea Whose Time Has Come: Establishment of European Public Schools, Rationale,
Patterns of Legitimation, and Narratives

Elif Gezer (University of Luxemburg)

Advancing Problem Framing in Multiple Streams Framework: The Framework and Key
Settings

Wenijin Chen (The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology, Hong Kong)
Xinyi Wang (The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology)
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Friday, July 4th 10:15 to 12:15 (D2)

Discussants
Evangelia Petridou (NTNU Social Research and Mid Sweden University)

Refugees, Policy Entrepreneurship, and the Jordan Compact: A Multiple Streams Analysis

Ola El-Taliawi (University of Twente)
Luiz Leomil (Carleton University)
Mehmet Akif Demircioglu (National University of Singapore, Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy)

(Virtual) Policy Feedback in Devolved States: A Multiple Streams Perspective on Economic
Policymaking in Northern Ireland

Rob DelLeo (Bentley University)

(Virtual) Multiple streams of decision-making: China’s post-COVID revision of the Infectious
Diseases Law

Jialin Li (University of Arizona)
Annemieke van den Dool (Duke Kunshan University)

The Problem with Problem Load: Reconceptualizing Load in the Multiple Streams
Framework

Dana Dolan (George Mason University, Schar School of Policy and Government)
Nikolaos Zahariadis (Rhodes College)
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