T12P03 / Subnational Transportation and Sustainability
Policy

Topic : T12 / MULTI-LEVEL GOVERNANCE, LOCALISM, FEDERALISM

Chair : Nils Bandelow (Technische Universitat Carolo-Wilhelmina Braunschweig)

Second Chair : Sofie Klingner (Technische Universitat Carolo-Wilhelmina Braunschweig)

Third Chair : llana Schroder (University of Bern)
Fourth Chair : Nihit Goyal (Delft University of Technology)

GENERAL OBJECTIVES, RESEARCH QUESTIONS AND SCIENTIFIC

RELEVANCE

Subnational Sustainability and Infrastructure Policy

The urgency of addressing climate change demands political action across all levels of governance, from
international and national to local contexts. At the local level, the planning of sustainable mobility —
especially the transition away from motorized individual transportation — poses unique challenges, often
intersecting with various political jurisdictions. Local governments face the complex task of developing and
implementing policies that not only promote sustainable practices but also cater to the specific needs of their
communities. These efforts necessitate a multifaceted approach, requiring vertical coordination between
governmental levels and horizontal collaboration across municipalities, which is often necessary to advance
sustainable infrastructure projects and reach climate objectives. Such collaboration further includes the
participation of local non-governmental actors such as citizens, associations, and private sector
stakeholders to identify local needs, possible barriers, and optimal solutions. In many cases, collaborative
governance has been shown to help mitigate conflicts and facilitate agreements, even when the beliefs of
the actors diverge (Koebele & Crow, 2023). Not only municipal coordination, however, poses challenges to
local sustainability policy but also issues of financing, multilevel pressures, lacking capacity, decisions on
policy instruments, and policy conflicts (Ji, 2020; Vihma & Toikka, 2021; Wolf, 2021; Kern et al., 2023;
Schroéder & Bandelow, 2024; Zeigermann et al., 2024). Addressing these diverse issues is evident in various
studies on the implementation of policies related to the built environment (e.g., bike lanes, railroads,
renewable energy infrastructure) that aim to contribute positively to the shift toward greater sustainability. As
such, authors have highlighted the role of, inter alia, policy entrepreneurship (Timmermans et al., 2014;
Harvey?Scholes et al., 2023), narratives (Nagel & Schafer, 2023; Parkkinen & Vikstrom, 2024), and policy
diffusion (Schulze et al., 2024; Jensen et al., 2023) in local sustainability and infrastructure policymaking.
These elements provide valuable insights into how policies can be crafted, promoted, and adapted to meet
the unique challenges faced by local governments.

This panel aims to explore these challenges, their consequences, and possible solutions for subnational
sustainability and infrastructure policymaking through the lens of public policy. Investigating and comparing
specific sustainability policies at different stages of the policymaking process can contribute to a deeper
understanding of the institutional, political, and social factors that facilitate or hinder their design and
implementation. As such, our panel calls for empirical contributions on single or multiple case studies,
research on good and bad practices, comparative analyses, and systematic reviews of the current research
landscape. The goal is to open a dialog that bridges the gap between theoretical frameworks and practical
applications, promotes innovation in policy making and encourages collaborative research.

Submissions exploring sustainability policies at the local or municipal level, especially including efforts to
increase sustainable infrastructure, are encouraged even if they do not focus on vertical or horizontal
coordination. For instance, by examining how different stakeholders — ranging from policymakers and urban
planners to local businesses and community organizations — interact and influence policy outcomes, we can
gain deeper insights into the dynamics that shape the development of sustainable mobility solutions.
Understanding the interplay between actor networks and their collaboration, as well as the public narrative
surrounding sustainability and infrastructure policies and the communication among policy actors, is of
crucial importance. Moreover, there is a growing interest in understanding how cities and municipalities can
promote specific instruments such as the integration of bike-sharing programs in urban planning to support
cycling as a viable, eco-friendly mode of transport. These initiatives highlight that effective local climate
action can also be driven by local initiatives, policy entrepreneurs, focusing events, or the strategic use of
narratives. We are calling for submissions that highlight these or other elements of public policy research in
relation to subnational sustainability and infrastructure policymaking.
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CALL FOR PAPERS

Subnational Sustainability and Infrastructure Policy

Climate change demands political action across all levels of governance. At the local level, the
strengthening of sustainable mobility poses unique challenges, often intersecting with various political
jurisdictions. Local governments face the complex task of developing and implementing policies that not
only promote sustainable practices but also cater to the specific needs of their communities. These efforts
necessitate a multifaceted approach, requiring vertical coordination between governmental levels and
horizontal collaboration across municipalities, which is often necessary to advance sustainable infrastructure
projects and reach climate objectives. Such collaboration further includes the participation of local
non-governmental actors such as citizens, associations, and private sector stakeholders to identify local
needs, possible barriers, and optimal solutions. In many cases, collaborative governance has been shown
to help mitigate conflicts and facilitate agreements, even when the beliefs of the actors diverge. Not only
municipal coordination, however, poses challenges to local sustainability policy but also issues of financing,
multilevel pressures, lacking capacity, decisions on policy instruments, and policy conflicts. Addressing
these diverse issues is evident in various studies on the implementation of policies related to the built
environment (e.g., bike lanes, railroads, renewable energy infrastructure) that aim to contribute positively to
the shift toward greater sustainability.

This panel aims to explore these challenges, their consequences, and possible solutions for subnational
sustainability and infrastructure policymaking through the lens of public policy. Investigating and comparing
specific sustainability policies at different stages of the policymaking process can contribute to a deeper
understanding of the institutional, political, and social factors that facilitate or hinder their design and
implementation. This panel calls for empirical contributions on single or multiple case studies, research on
good and bad practices, comparative analyses, and systematic reviews of the current research landscape.
The goal is to open a dialog that bridges the gap between theoretical frameworks and practical applications,
promotes innovation in policy making and encourages collaborative research.

Submissions exploring sustainability policies at the local or municipal level, especially including efforts to
increase sustainable infrastructure, are encouraged even if they do not focus on vertical or horizontal



coordination. For instance, by examining how different stakeholders — ranging from policymakers and urban
planners to local businesses and community organizations — interact and influence policy outcomes, we can
gain deeper insights into the dynamics that shape the development of sustainable mobility solutions.
Understanding the interplay between actor networks and their collaboration, as well as the public narrative
surrounding sustainability and infrastructure policies and the communication among policy actors, is of
crucial importance. Moreover, there is a growing interest in understanding how cities and municipalities can
promote specific instruments such as the integration of bike-sharing programs in urban planning to support
cycling as a viable, eco-friendly mode of transport. These initiatives highlight that effective local climate
action can also be driven by local initiatives, policy entrepreneurs, focusing events, or the strategic use of
narratives. We are calling for submissions that highlight these or other elements of public policy research in
relation to subnational sustainability and infrastructure policymaking.



T12P03 / Subnational Transportation and Sustainability
Policy

Chair : Nils Bandelow (Technische Universitat Carolo-Wilhelmina Braunschweig)

Second Chair : Sofie Klingner (Technische Universitat Carolo-Wilhelmina Braunschweig)

Third Chair : llana Schroder (University of Bern)
Fourth Chair : Nihit Goyal (Delft University of Technology)

Thursday, July 3rd 16:00 to 18:00 (D4)

International comparison of inter-municipal cycling promotion: Political, cultural and
infrastructural success factors for a sustainable transport transition

Sofie Klingner (Technische Universitat Carolo-Wilhelmina Braunschweig)
Nils Bandelow (Technische Universitat Carolo-Wilhelmina Braunschweig)

Stakeholder Collaboration in Developing Bicycling Infrastructure in Kunshan City, China

Annemieke van den Dool (Duke Kunshan University)

How policy entrepreneurship shapes policy mixes: Cycling policy evolution in Enchede and
Zwolle

Nihit Goyal (Delft University of Technology)

Dynamic Panel Data Analysis of Induced Traffic Using Generalized Method of Moments
Estimation: Evidence from the Gujrat Division, Pakistan

Khurram Shahzad (University of Seoul, South Korea)
Asim Naveed (University of Agriculture Faisalabad)

(Virtual) Assessing Urban Sustainable City in Cambodia: The Case of Phnom Penh
Chanthy Theng (Université Jean Moulin (Lyon IIl))

Circular Economy and Strategic Oversight in Policymaking: Evidence from Regional
Electric Vehicle Policies in India

Shubham Sharma (Delft University of Technology)


http://www.tcpdf.org

