T14P07 / The (Im)possibility of Governing Transformation to
Sustainability - Between Policies and Self-Governance

Topic : T14 / SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT, ENVIRONMENT AND POLICY
Chair : Ariel Macaspac Hernandez (German Development Institute)

GENERAL OBJECTIVES, RESEARCH QUESTIONS AND SCIENTIFIC

RELEVANCE

The general aim of the panel is to bring together different ideas and good practices related to the
governance of transformation to sustainability. The following research questions would be pursued:

- Which governance modes or policy frameworks are needed to foster transformation?
- Does the governance of transformation to sustainability go beyond authoritarian and democractic regimes?

- How can policies be effectively integrated or mixed to address the challenges of transformation to
sustainability?

- What roles do non-state actors play in governing transformation to sustainability?

The scientific relevance of the panel lies in its societal impact. Understanding the (im)possibility of governing
of transformation to sustainability can limit the costs and burdens of transformation through a more
"purposive" steering of the process.

CALL FOR PAPERS

The panel on the "(Im)possibility of Governing Transformation to Sustainability" aims to bring together
academic scholars and policy experts to advance the discourse on the governance of transformation to
sustainability (T2S). The (im)possibility of governance of transformation to sustainability is driven by how the
related multiple transition processes as well as the various functional, institutional and bargaining
interactions among relevant agents or stakeholders can be steered. T2S, like other transformation
processes, is an immediate response to threats and risks behind structural changes. These structural
changes can be initiated by global (e.g., climate change, information technological innovation), regional
(e.g., wave of democratization in the Arab region, China’s perceived assertiveness in East and Southeast
Asia), national (e.g., liberalization of a planned economy) or local (e.g., curbing of air pollution) events that
call for shifts on policies or even in social contracts particularly when institutions require new societal
mandates. T2S is highly complex, because it entails structural changes as well as changes in preferences
and behavior that requires corresponding substantial changes in how humans are governed. At the same
time, revisions in the social contract will accompany changes on how threats and risks are perceived by the
society. While the threats posed by climate change, poverty, state fragility, etc., are primarily outcomes of
long-existing “inflammatory” patterns of human behavior, the urgent solutions are unprecedented, and
therefore uncertain.

The panel is looking for papers that could provide impulses to answer the following questions:
- Which governance modes or policy frameworks are needed to foster transformation?
- Does the governance of transformation to sustainability go beyond authoritarian and democractic regimes?

- How can policies be effectively integrated or mixed to address the challenges of transformation to
sustainability?

- What roles do non-state actors play in governing transformation to sustainability?



T14P07 / The (Im)possibility of Governing Transformation to
Sustainability - Between Policies and Self-Governance

Chair : Ariel Macaspac Hernandez (German Development Institute)

Tuesday, July 6th 10:00 to 12:00 (150)

Discussants

Ariel Macaspac Hernandez (German Development Institute)

(Virtual) Looking Different: Sustaining Innovative Community Organising in Liverpool

Koen Bartels (University of Birmingham)

Transformations to sustainability — the role of institutions and governance

Jens Newig (Leuphana University Luneburg)
Nicolas Jager (Carl von Ossietzky Universitat Oldenburg)

(Virtual) How to create the sustainable individual? Policy instruments for changing
individual behavior

Annette Toeller
Katharina Schleicher (German Advisory Council on the Environment)



T14P07 / The (Im)possibility of Governing Transformation to
Sustainability - Between Policies and Self-Governance

Chair : Ariel Macaspac Hernandez (German Development Institute)

Thursday, July 8th 10:00 to 12:00 (150)

Discussants

Ariel Macaspac Hernandez (German Development Institute)
Johanna Vogel (German Development Institution)

(Virtual) How to enhance transformative capacity in transnational and transdisciplinary
knowledge networks as a response to multiple crises

Johanna Vogel (German Development Institution)

(Virtual) Between forest area preservation and the promotion of private markets for forest
biodiversity: forest owners preferences towards reforming biodiversity offsetting policies

Tobias Schulz (Swiss Federal Research Institute WSL)

(Virtual) Closing the Gaps for the “Purposive” New Normal — Integrative Perspectives on
the Governance of the Transformation to Sustainability

Ariel Macaspac Hernandez (German Development Institute)
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