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GENERAL OBJECTIVES, RESEARCH QUESTIONS AND SCIENTIFIC
RELEVANCE

The objective of the panel is to explore the nature of governance challenges of less developed countries in Asia
and the Pacific in the broad areas of public policy making and institutional performance. How have different
countries (both middle-income and low-income) addressed issues of participation, accountability, and
transparency in their work? What role do institutions play, and how can they be strengthened? What types of
incentives can be put in place to enhance institutional performance, and what specific roles can the governments
play in this regard. These questions have been in the development agenda of many bilateral and multilateral
development institutions.

CALL FOR PAPERS

This panel requests papers from researchers and practitioners that dwell specifically in the areas of governance,
public policy, and institutional performance. Papers may be more general/theoretical or empirical although there is
preference for cross-country learning in the papers. The goal is to assemble a set of papers that inform the work
of multilateral institutions, such as the ADB, in enhancing institutional performance.

Key research questions to be addressed will include: (a) What are the main risks in institutional development in
countries in Asia and the Pacific that constrain efforts at achieving the sustainable development goals? (b) How
can different approaches to the political economy of institutional development be better understood and
contextualized for developing countries? (c) What are considered to be good practices in institutional
development and how can they be adapted to other jurisdictions? (d) Should the machinery of government itself
be targeted for changes in order to bring about more enabling conditions at the organization level in developing
countries?
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Session 1 Governance Challenges in Institutional Performance and Public Policy

Wednesday, June 28th 14:00 to 16:00 (Manasseh Meyer MM 3 - 4)

Discussants

Matthias Helble (Asian Development Bank Institute)

Peter Morgan (Asia Development Bank Institute)

Improving Global Governance Post- 2015: Challenges and Opportunities for Global Health and
Trade governance

Zulfiqar Ali (Asian Development Bank institute)

Matthias Helble (Asian Development Bank Institute)

Fiscal Decentralization and local budget deficits in Vietnam: an empirical analysis

Peter Morgan (Asia Development Bank Institute)

Institution's Resilience to Governance Challenges: A Study of the Sanitation Policy
Implementation in Rural Andhra Pradesh in India

SAITY ROY

Bharath Kumar (Society for Elimination of Rural Poverty, Ministry of Rural Development- Andhra Pradesh)

Top-down and bottom-up incentives for improving local government performance: what can we
learn from decentralization in Indonesia and the Philippines?

Mulya Amri (Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, National University of Singapore)

Financial Inclusion and financial innovation

DAVID DOLE (ADB INSTITUTE)

Naoyuki Yoshino (Asian Development Bank Institute)
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