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GENERAL OBJECTIVES, RESEARCH QUESTIONS AND SCIENTIFIC
RELEVANCE

The sociology of elites has generally focused on the analysis of economic and political elites, characterized
as part of a ‘power elite’ (Domhoff, 1990) or a ‘shadow elite’ (Wedel, 2009) without directly taking into
account their concrete role in the elaboration of public policies. At the same time, actor-centered policy
studies rarely make systematic use of the methods developed by elite sociology (analyzing sociological
backgrounds, training and careers, position, reputation…). Actor-centered approaches to public policy are
less interested in the formation of policy elites than in the specific characteristics of individual ‘policy
entrepreneurs’ (Kingdon, 1984) or political leaders, and in the formation of broader policy networks and
advocacy coalitions, including organized groups.

The aim of this panel is to pave the way for a methodological approach integrating the tools of the sociology
of elites with those focused on the specific policy role of limited groups of actors. Narrow groups of actors
can only be characterized as policy elites if it is possible to demonstrate not only their homogeneity,
common traits (sociological and/or educational) and shared policy orientations, but also their effective
contribution to the formulation of policy problems and solution and their implication and impact on the
decision process, as shown by their capacity to steer and control policy implementation, such as in case
studies on health and social policies (Hassenteufel and al., 2010; Genieys, Hassenteufel, 2015). Other
challenges of the analysis of policy elites are the time dimension – a policy elite is a group that has a strong
influence on a policy domain over one policy decision in a longer time period – and the power struggles in
which these groups of actors are engaged (Genieys, Smyrl, 2008).

In this context, we are interested in papers combining

.The use of the methodological tools drawn from the sociology of elites such as:

-analysis of sociological backgrounds

-analysis of educational and occupational backgrounds (in order to study the specialized skill learning
process in a policy domain and the accumulation of different kind of relevant resources)

-positional analysis (in long period)

-network analysis (to grasp the interpersonal relations)

.With the use of methods allowing analysis of the policy role of actors in a diachronic perspective, especially:

-cognitive analysis

-discourse analysis

-policy process analysis.

The papers included in this panel can study policy elites in any policy domain, at every level (local, national,
international…) and in every kind of political regime and do not need to combine all of these methodological
tools. Empirical case studies are welcome as are more general papers tackling these methodological and
theoretical issues in a broader perspective.
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Session 1

Wednesday, June 28th 14:00 to 16:00 (Block B 3 - Auditorium)

Programmatic actors as transformative elites

Patrick Hassenteufel (Université Paris-Saclay)

William Genieys (Sciencespo Paris- CEE - CNRS )

Ruling elites and policy reforms: The role of Presidential Advisory Commissions

Luis Garrido-Vergara (University of Santiago of Chile (USACH))

González-Bustamante Bastián (Universidad de Santiago de Chile)

Political Mobility of Chinese County-level Elites: An Empirical Analysis of 532 County Party
Secretaries

Shuo CHEN (City University of Hong Kong)

Policy Ambassadors: the individual agency on the transnationalization of Brazilian social
policies

Osmany Porto de Oliveira (Universidade Federal de São Paulo)
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Session 2

Wednesday, June 28th 16:15 to 18:15 (Block B 3 - Auditorium)

Capturing the role of elites in the policy process through a combination of social network
analysis and process-tracing: a case study of Swiss cultural policy

Lisa Marx (University of Geneva)

When development projects create new forms of transversal leadership for policy making:
methodological and theoretical insights from a qualitative/quantitative approach in
Madagascar and Morocco

Brun Matthieu (SciencesPo Bordeaux - LAM)

Policy Elites in Health Care Policy in the United States: Three Variations on a Theme

Larry Brown (Columbia University)

William Genieys (Sciencespo Paris- CEE - CNRS )
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