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GENERAL OBJECTIVES, RESEARCH QUESTIONS AND SCIENTIFIC

RELEVANCE

The objective of this panel is to bring together analytical and innovative studies on smart cities that have
become a rising trend in many Asian countries and cities today. While politicians and policymakers eagerly
launch smart city initiatives, exactly what these projects and their relevant policies entail remain ambiguous.
What is substantially different about smatrt city initiatives compared to other urban development policies?
What are some of the key social, economic, and even political impacts of smart city projects on urbanizing
Asian societies?

Asia comprises diverse countries at different stages of development, which sets the scene for exploring why
and how smart city policies are implemented across varying economic, social, and political contexts. For
example, there are smatrt city initiatives by developed Asian countries, such as Singapore’s Smart Nation
initiatives and South Korea’s smart city Songdo, seeking new future development paths or to reinvent their
cities with the advancement of science and technology. Such effort to bring high-technology and urban
management/development together under the umbrella of smart cities is not limited to the developed
economies only. Today’s globalization facilitates the flow of policy ideas and technology and knowledge
transfer, which provides opportunities for cities to borrow ideas and to connect to each other via various
networks, across national borders. Japan’s active exporting of smart city development know-how to other
Asian cities is a case in point. India recently announced to develop 100 smart cities (in collaboration with
Singapore), with an eye to find new solutions for their difficult urban challenges. Despite the numerous
projects, the study and comparative analysis (let alone critical analysis) of smart city policies are scant,
which this panel seeks to address.

CALL FOR PAPERS

This panel invites papers on smart cities in Asia. We welcome conceptual papers or specific case-based
empirical studies that will help us better understand smart city projects and relevant policies. Comparative
studies within Asia, or Asia with the West, are also welcomed. In particular, we would appreciate paper
submissions that discuss one or more of the following issues:

- What is a smart city? How precisely is it defined and do definitions vary across cities/countries? What are
some of the key drivers, processes, and outcomes of smart city initiatives?
- Why is there an increasing trend of smart city projects in Asia? What is particular about these projects?

- How do a wide range of stakeholders- from governments of different levels, private sector, to civil society-
interact in smatrt city projects? What governance issues and challenges arise?

- What kinds of policy interventions are launched as part of the smatrt city initiative? How are they
substantively different from previous urban development policies? What are the social, economic, and
political implications of smart city projects?

- What are the conditions and policies that make ‘successful’ smart cities? How can we define ‘successful’
smart cities?

We hope to publish selected articles as a special issue of a journal or an edited book.
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Session 1Smart cities in Asia | - East Asian cities and beyond

Wednesday, June 28th 16:15 to 18:15 (Block B 5 - 6)

Can Smart be Green? The Challenge of Being a Smart City in Asia

Tao Jill (Incheon National University)
Manning Michael (Incheon National University)
Jae In Noh (Incheon National University)

Transition Management for Sustainable Cities - the dynamism of local experiments and
roles of informal networks in Japan

Hideaki Shiroyama (The University of Tokyo)

Stimulating Innovation on Smart Cities: A Comparative Analysis of Japan and the United
States and Implications for Urban Sustainability in Asia

Masaru Yarime (The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology)

Mirror, Mirror on the Wall, Who's the Smartest of Them All? Cybersecurity Strategies for
Asian Smart Cities

Yu-Min Joo (LKYSPP, NUS)
Teck Boon Tan (S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies, Nanyang Technological University)
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Thursday, June 29th 08:15 to 10:15 (Block B 5 - 6)

Smart City Definitions in Indonesia: Comparing Policy Narrative in 4 Cities

Arif Budy Pratama (Center for Development Research (ZEF), University of Bonn)

SMART CITY AND CULTURAL DIPLOMACY: TRANSNATIONAL CONNECTIVITY IN
INNOVATION SERVICES

Kian Cheng Lee (School of International Affairs, Faculty of Political Science and Public Administration,
Chiang Mai University, Thailand)

Panom Gunawong (Faculty of Political Science and Public Administration, Chiang Mai University)
Oraorn Poocharoen (Chiang Mai University School of Public Policy)

Smart City Initiative in India: A Policy Review

Souvanic Roy (Indian Institute of Engineering Science and Technology (IIEST), Shibpur, West Bengal,
India )

Tathagata Chatterji (XIM University, India)

Understanding the governance implications of smart cities mission

Harsh Mittal (Birla Institute of Technology and Science)
Navdeep Mathur (Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad)

Neo-Urban and the Margins: The Indian State and Urban Domestic Workers
Nikita Audichya (Jawaharlal Nehru University )
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