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GENERAL OBJECTIVES, RESEARCH QUESTIONS AND SCIENTIFIC

RELEVANCE

Achieving effective and efficient coordination is at the heart of good public policymaking. This panel proposes to
examine the multi-faceted coordination challenges and opportunities by looking at the case of knowledge policy
domain through an explicit framework emphasising its multi-issue, multi-actor, and multi-level nature.

The global shift towards knowledge-based societies has placed knowledge at the core of contemporary public
policy. However, the governance of knowledge requires collaboration across multiple policy sectors, e.g. higher
education, research, and trade. While this brings forward the multi-issue aspect of policy coordination, it also
points to the presence of state actors (e.g. different ministries and agencies), businesses, as well as non-state
actors (interest groups and stakeholder organizations), adding a multi-actor aspect. Extant research has revealed
how these two features already contribute to several coordination challenges — duplication, inconsistencies,
clashing priorities, and potential bureaucratic and political conflict (Braun, 2008; Peters, 2015). So far largely
missing from these analyses of policy coordination is a consideration of multi-level governance aspects. This
includes ‘new’ actors increasingly involved in the design, implementation, and/or evaluation of policy which are
operating across governance levels (Gornitzka & Maassen, 2000; Olsen, 1988), but also transnational and
sub-national governance layers, given that devolution to regions—both supranational and subnational—is an
important feature of contemporary governance (Chou & Ravinet, 2015; Jayasuriya & Robertson, 2010; Piattoni,
2010).

So far, these multi-issue, multi-level and multi-actor dimensions have largely been studied in isolation from each
other, preventing a full(er) understanding of the nuances and complexities of policy coordination. This panel
invites researchers from diverse disciplines interested in knowledge policies to examine “the three multi's” in a
systematic and explicit manner, including explorations of interactions between them. All accepted papers must
have a clear conceptual approach, supported by empirical examples, preferably beyond a single case study.
We propose three sections, each giving primacy to one of the three multi’s, while at the same time highlighting
interactions with the other two.
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